Peritonitis in patients over the age of 50 years: 98 cases managed surgically.
Generalized peritonitis in patients over the age of 50 years is a common surgical emergency. This is a retrospective analysis of 98 cases managed surgically. Duodenal ulcer perforations, necrotizing enteritis, acute cholecystitis with perforation and small bowel perforations were the common causes. Most of them presented late, and many had associated conditions. Re-look laparotomies had a definite role to play. While there is significant decrease in the number of typhoid and tubercular peritonitis, there appears to be an increase in the incidence of necrotizing enteritis and acute cholecystitis.